TUSEN TACK PROGRAMS
2021 COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT

YEAR IN REVIEW
As we reflect on the progress and opportunities in our Tusen Tack Programs during 2021, we also reflect
with gratitude on our founding volunteers, and their wisdom and experience in developing and sustaining
programs that have supported our community for more than 32 years. Tusen Tack has evolved and added
to its local impact time over time, by overcoming hurdles and identifying new ways to serve. We are
thankful for the founding vision that gave that journey its start, and for the hard work that has continued
to sustain and renew that vision over time.
And that journey continues! As you read through our 2021 Community Impact Statement, we welcome
your ideas for potential future projects and relationships to build on our services to our community. What
needs are not currently being met that we can assist with? We welcome you to help shape our future!

COMMUNITY DRIVEN, VOLUNTEER STRONG
We extend a special thanks to the donors and the volunteers who make our work possible. We thank all of
our donors, who are too numerous to list here, for your support in 2021 and beyond.
As to our volunteers, we are motivated by the belief that individuals who are involved in volunteer services
are more engaged in the communities as a whole, and help build stronger and healthier places to live. We
have nearly 200 volunteers from the surrounding counties engaged in supporting the mission of our
programs. Together, you are making a difference in the lives of our neighbors, and adding to what's
possible for the future of Braham and east central Minnesota.
MISSION STATEMENT

2021 BOARD MEMBERS

STAFF

Tusen Tack Programs, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, builds community and enhances
the quality of life of residents in East
Central Minnesota through
engagement of volunteers,
partnerships with non-profit
organizations, and providing services,
including the following programs:

Becky Turnquist, President

Kelly Nelson, Event Coordinator

Marie Meyer, Vice President

Steve Douse, Lead Custodian

Darryl Kukowski, Treasurer

Jennifer Hackenmueller, Custodian

Pat Thiry, Secretary

Rachel Reed, Custodian

Alice Studt Library
Braham Area Food Shelf
Braham Event Center
Kathy’s Kitchen
Tusen Tack Thrift Store

Dorothy Johnson
Edie Kaunonen
Greg Korstad

VOLUNTEERS

Terry Lind

Alice Studt Library - 14

Joy Maki

Food Shelf - 39

Janice Neville

Event Center/Kathy's Kitchen - 89

Dixie Randall

Thrift Store - 35

Mike Reilly
Marie Grundberg, Honorary Member

"We had gone through a really hard time when my husband got cancer and we moved from Alaska to Minnesota. If it wasn’t
for the Braham Area Food Shelf, we would have been in a tougher situation. They are so pleasant, so wonderful, so kind, and
made us feel like family when we walked in. They have done so much for us and I want to be a part of it now!”
- Ron and Merrilee Graham, Braham Area Food Shelf clients and future volunteers

OUR COMMUNITY IMPACT

ALICE STUDT LIBRARY
Continued with monthly Community Social and book club meetings for the community.
Continued to restock little libraries posted around town.
Plan to install a pollinator field at Braham Event Center starting in the spring of 2022.
Expanded East Central Regional Library outreach service hours to 11:00 am-3:00 pm on Mondays.
Installed fiber-optic at the Braham Event Center for high speed internet access in the library.
Continued with computer, printer, and scanner access in the library on weekdays.

BRAHAM AREA FOOD SHELF
Served 591 households and 1,541 individuals, distributing 57,528 lbs. of food, with 39 food shelf volunteers
dedicating 1,942 hours.
Extended hours and provided holiday food pack for area students to bridge the holiday gap at home.
Began partnership with Catholic Charities, providing parking lot space for free frozen meal distribution for
area seniors.

TUSEN TACK THRIFT STORE

Extremely grateful for its donors, customers, and volunteers who make great things possible. We continued
to provide a rewarding shopping experience with low cost clothing, household goods, books, and furniture
Recycled thousands of pounds of clothing and household items, reducing the impact on local landfills
Serving with a team of 35 dedicated volunteers, offering 10,972 hours of service to make a stronger
community
Continued support of local programs with proceeds, including donations to the North Star Family Advocacy
Center, New Pathways, Global Health Ministries, Braham Elementary Parent Organization, Braham Pie Day,
Braham Fire Fighters, Salvation Army, Braham Event Center, and Tusen Tack Programs Student
Scholarships.

"The reason I signed up to volunteer with Tusen Tack is because of their giving back to the community. I serve on
other boards and volunteer with other organizations and have appreciated Tusen Tack providing support to those
organizations, and now I want to be a part of your community of volunteers. I am amazed at what this group of
volunteers in this small town are able to do."
- Lona Lussier, community volunteer & North Star Family Advocacy Center staff member

OUR COMMUNITY IMPACT

BRAHAM EVENT CENTER & KATHY'S KITCHEN
In 2021, the Braham Event Center welcomed 17,844 people through our doors and Kathy's Kitchen served 10,850
people, with non-profit gatherings & partnerships accounting for 49.5% of the uses of our rental space. Our
volunteers served 7,797 hours at the Event Center and Kathy's Kitchen.
We partnered with Fish Sunflowers and planted our first sunflower field this summer.
After three years of fundraising and thanks to generous donations from our supporters, our storage shed is
complete and is already in use.

2021 Programs & Partnerships at the Braham Event Center
Economic, Health & Social Support
Bonding Meeting - City of Braham
Broadband Development Meeting - East Central Regional
Development Commission
Braham VFW & Auxiliary Breakfasts & Meetings
Braham Area Food Shelf
Chamber Meetings & Events - Braham Area Chamber
Free Frozen Meals for Seniors - Catholic Charities
Free Tax Assistance - AARP Tax Aide
Legacy Giving from Your Wills Meeting - Initiative Foundation
Vaccine Clinics - Isanti County Public Health
Medicare 101 - Senior Linkage Line
Senior Driving Courses - Seven County Senior Federation
Educational, Arts, & Cultural Events
Bingo - Pokegama Lake Association
Book Clubs
Braham Schools Testing & Meetings
Craft Fair
Comedy Shows
East Central Regional Library services
Family Paint Night - Creative Studio 23
Friends of the Library presentations
Monroe Crossing Bluegrass Concert
Whitesidewalls Concert

Non-profit partnerships
AARP Tax Aide
Braham Girl Scouts
Braham VFW & Auxiliary
Family Pathways
Initiative Foundation
Isanti County Public Health
Kanabec Area Friends of the NRA
Lakes & Pines Comm. Action Council
Pine City Blue Star Moms
Pokegama Lake Association
Polaris Sea Cadets
Royal Neighbors of America
Rush City Education Foundation
Senior LinkAge Line
Seven County Senior Federation
Youth-focused events
Braham Warriors Wrestling Meet
Braham Schools Administration Meeting
Dance Class - Just for Kix
Family Paint Night - Creative Studio 23
Fire Arm Safety Class - Braham Sportsman's Club
Polaris Sea Cadet Banquet
Proms (Braham & Ogilvie Schools)
Santa Day

“Isanti County Public Health is profoundly appreciative to Braham Event Center for their steadfast willingness to
collaborate with our organization in our efforts to prevent, promote and protect our local communities. They are
always very flexible and accommodating to our specific needs and offer support to our efforts by providing volunteers
when needed. We leave each event grateful for the collaboration with Braham Event Center and always look forward
to future opportunities to work together."
~Isanti County Public Health

